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Last month the Record pub-
lished an article about Paul 
Mawhinney, a man who owned 
a store called Record Rama and 
who had deicded to retire. He 
placed his inventory of more 
than 3,000,000 LPs, CDs and 
tapes on eBay, and the result 
was a winning bid of more than 
$3,000,000 from a bidder in 
Ireland. Supposedly the bidder 
had put up the reqiored 10%, or 
$300,000 as a deposit, and a 
bank had verified the funds. 
Now, however, it turns out that 
the bid was fraudulent. Read on 
to see what happened, as re-
ported by Christopher Nickson 
in the Digital Trends News: 
Paul Mawhinney should 
have been a happy man. Or 
at least moderately happy. 

$3,000,000 Record Collection bid is a Fraud!! 
By John Robles 
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account had been suspended 
as not legitimate.   It turned 
out that the person who 
really owned the account 
had been a victim of identity 
theft.   "He claims he went to 
an internet cafe and got the 
e-mail with the invoice from 
us and wondered, 'What the 
hell is this?'" said a represen-
tative for Mawhinney.   It 
was another example of fate 
seemingly conspiring against 
Mawhinney unloading his 
collection, which heôs been 
trying to do for the last 10 
years. Even negotiations with 
the Library of Congress had 
fallen through. But heôs 
hopeful of success, and al-
ready in talks with new buy-
ers. Seller beware! - Ed. 

A True Victor Fan 
Photos submitted by Scott Corbett 

After all, his eBay auction for 
the item heôd called the 
Worldôs Greatest Music Col-
lection had ended with a 
winning bid of $3,002,150 
from an Irish buyer. It was 
hardly the $28.5 million 
heôd once been offered for it 
ï a deal that fell through ï 
but at around $1 an item, it 
was a definite bargain for 
someone.   Except it was-
nôt.   The winning bid 
proved to be a fake, even 
though Mawhinney claimed 
the bidder had put down a 
deposit of $300,000 and his 
bank had confirmed the 
funds were there. But, the 
Guardian reported, Mawhin-
ney was contacted by eBay 
officials to say the bidderôs 

Here are a couple of pictures 
of a true Victor fan.  This 
young woman, Michelle, 
loved the Victrola VV-VIII 
that she inherited from her 
beloved grandmother so 
much that she has had the 
Victor logo tattooed on her 
arm! That would be hard to 
beat as an example of prod-
uct loyalty! 

Anyone else got any phono-related 

tattoos (in appropriate places) that 

they care to share? 
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...Virginia Hawthorn 
gave her PowerPoint 

presentation of 
"Ragtime San 
Francisco" ... 

GSPS IS NOW 
ON THE WEB! 
VISIT US AT 
www.gsps1.org 

The GSPS Record is pub-

lished 12 times per year by 
the Golden State Phono-

graph Society, a Chapter of 

the Michigan Antique Pho-

nograph Society Inc. Sub-
missions may be sent to: 

 

John Robles, Editor 

The GSPS Record 

290 Frances Street 

Ventura, CA 93003 

805/676-1607 

gsps1@pacbell.net 

www.gsps1.org 

Presidentôs Messageðby Denise Corbett 

The GSPS Shopper 
Submit a free ad by email or by phone!  See contact information at lower left. 

 

FOR SALE:  Victrola 300 (1923) humpback console with walnut cabinet in pristine condi-
tion, $500.   Victrola 405 (1923) console, art model in three shades of walnut.  $475.  
 

WANTED:  Edison Schubert or Beethoven models. Also could use the number of a furni-
ture restorer who can match woodwork on Schubert legs. Marc Capralisð951-302-0750 
 
 

WANTED : Spanish or Mexican cylinders. Nestor Guzmanð909-627-0481 
 
 

EDISON, LAMBERT CONCERT RECORDS & Columbia Grand Records and Related 
Phonographs is now available. This 154 page book covers production techniques, record 
lists, phonographs, dating guides and catalogs for these large records and instruments. 
$49.95, postpaid in the US. Please send your check or money order to: Ron Dethlefson 
3605 Christmas Tree Ln Bakersfield, CA 93306 
 
 

25 YEARS OF PHONOGRAPH COLLECTING IS UP FOR SALE! Included is such 
wonderful merchandise as Victor, Edison and Columbia phonographs and some rare Art 
Models along with an extensive collection of 78s and cylinder records. 
If interested, please contact Ed Collett at 714-449-0422. 
 
WANTED : Nice Amberola 30 cabinet in good original condition. Please call John Robles, 
805-320-0991. 

cians in a recording stu-
dio the size of his living 
room!) recordings on Dia-
mond Disc.  I was amazed 
at the sound difference the 
larger orchestra made!  We 
had a great turn out with 
many carpooling for the 
trek to Bakersfield.  Letôs 
see everyone next month at 
Marc's in Temecula.    

We had a double header 
this month at the home of 
the Dethlefson's.  We 
started with a great lunch 
provided by our hosts and 
the usual swap table. 
Thank you Ron and Bar-
bara!  Then we went 
straight to the meat of the 
meeting.  Virginia Haw-
thorn gave her PowerPoint 

presentation of "Ragtime 
San Francisco" giving us an 
overview of "rags" starting 
after the turn of the century 
and through the 20's.  There 
were lots of great pictures of 
sheet music, labels and 
sound bites of  the songs. 
Everyone totally enjoyed it! 
Ron gave us a demonstra-
tion of examples of large 
orchestra (35 or more musi-

absolutely clueless you were 
going to bestow a Lifetime 
Achievement on little ol' 
Mikie. Every time I walk by 
my plaque, I thinké 
"Wowéwho is that for?"  
Anyway, thank you so 
much from the bottom of 

my heart for making a 
óforever memoryô for me. 
You are all precious friends 
and I am very blessed to 
know you all and to con-
tinue to enjoy your friend-
ship. With sincere love and 
gratitude, Michael 

To GSPS leadership, the 
entire membership and of 
course Madam President, 
Denise Corbett:   I am 
humbled and blessed by 
your thoughtfulness. I was 
absolutely  taken by sur-
prise "You got me". I was 

A Thank You Note from Mike Khanchalian 
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The Carolina Antique Mu-
sic Phonograph Society 
(CAMPS) met in Moores-
ville, North Carolina on 
March 15th.  Although the 
annual show had been can-
celed, the members met at 
the home of a fellow mem-
ber.   
One of the members shared 
his incredible story of how 
he bought a fabulous  
phonograph at a real bar-
gain.  Here is the story.  
The member was in Greens-
boro, North Carolina sev-
eral weeks ago and passed 
an antique shop.  Having a 
few minutes to spare, he 
stopped in and proceeded 
to look around.  After plun-
dering and looking, he ran 
across something that 
looked interesting.  Being a 
new phonograph collector 
(a record collector for years 

Sunday, May 4, 2008 at 2:00 P.M.  
 

Home of Marc Capralis 
31979 Corte Cardozo 

Temecula, CA 
(951) 302- 0750  

 

Please RSVP to Marc at the number above to let him know you will attend 
And donôt forget your Tradinô Treasures!  Bring machines, records, paper ephemera, etc! 

Directions: 

Take I-5 South to the 91E.  Merge onto CA-91 E via EXIT 114B toward RIVERSIDE. 
Take the exit toward BARSTOW/ SAN DIEGO. 
Merge onto I-15 S toward SAN DIEGO. 
Take the CA-79 S exit toward INDIO. Turn LEFT onto CA-79. 
Turn LEFT onto MARGARITA RD. 
Turn RIGHT onto PIO PICO RD. 
Turn RIGHT onto VIA ALLRIZO.  
Turn LEFT onto CAMINO GALLEGOS.Turn RIGHT onto CALLE GALARZA. 
CALLE GALARZA becomes CAMINO CALIARI. 
Turn RIGHT onto CORTE CARDOZA.  

and now into collecting 
machines), he spotted what 
looked like some kind of 
console phonograph.  After 
looking for a while, the 
clerk walking past explained 
that this was óa phonograph 
cabinet of some kind'.  The 
clerk went on to say that 
the item was priced at 
$135.00 and that the shop 
had a 20% off sale for all 
items over $100.00.  The 
member thanked the clerk 
and said that he wanted to 
look at the item a little 
longer.  He wasnôt certain 
that he really wanted it.  
The member loved the 
beautiful brass bell horn, 
and the cabinet was beauti-
ful, and all the parts seemed 
to be there.  Not being fa-
miliar with this type of pho-
nograph, the member de-
cided that before he walked 

away from it he would call a 
fellow member that was an 
expert on phonographs.  
The member took his cell 
phone from his pocket and  
Placed the call.  The mem-
ber explained what he had 
observed and wanted to 
know if the machine would 
be worth the money and a 
drive back home as he 
would have to get his 
trailer.  The expert member 
asked the individual to  
provide, if he could, the 
name and model number of 
the machine.  When the  
individual provided the 
information, there was si-
lence on the line for what  
seemed an eternity.  The 
expert member asked that 
the member please repeat 
what he had just said and 
the member slowly said the 
words ñVictor Auxeto-

phoneò once again!   
The response from the ex-
pert was, "Buy that ma-
chine, and buy it NOW!"  
Yes, the member had found 
an original Victor Auxeto-
phone in beautiful condi-
tion.  The final 
rice....$108.00 after the dis-
count given at the checkout 
counter! 
Yes, a truly remarkable 
story that happened in 
Greensboro, North Caro-
lina only weeks ago.   
A fellow member has al-
ready offered this individ-
ual $13,000.00 for the  
Machine sight unseen!  The 
owner has decided to keep 
this treasure in his collec-
tion and has passed on all 
offers thus far. 
This just goes to show us 
that there are still treasures 
waiting for us collectors! 

Amazing Phono Find 
By Brantley Kuglar 




